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Take the 'A' train

Billy Strayhorn

arranged by James Rattigan
for 6 horns

Programme note:

A legend about this song relates that Strayhorn who had already met Duke Ellington
in 1938, impressed him with his ability on the piano but, despite promises that the
band leader would soon contact him, heard nothing. In January 1939, Strayhorn
decided to go and meet him again at a gig in Harlem. He took a composition he had
prepared at home, hoping to impress the seasoned band leader. He reached Harlem,
thanks to some directions from Ellington's agent's office and got to actually play
for Ellington who was impressed and asked him what the title was. Strayhorn could
only come up with the last thing he had heard: the directions he got from
Ellington’s office to reach Harlem! “Take the 'A' train”. Strayhorn became a
member of the band and his song became its signature tune.

Performance note:

Part 1 requires a jazz improviser



5

B

2
=
© puy(
=
—
W
—
~
&
=
—
F~
E
=
A

arr. J Rattigan

" ——

legato
be—e),

”lf gradual crescendo

o
~

—=

,}|‘. 1

[ [

[HR[  ]IR
| [
LI I I
AW \|
H
Hi ul
)
Il
\\mv ||
) i
ASESEE c _ _
S S
3 E
S S
1 S | 3
LS el S
i N N w
s ar/ IS I I
N S o L N
oM s oLl
S
2 Wke SIS
o o
NOe NG Noe NGe A\ &N
1
— [q\l on <t v O
£ £ £ £ £ £
] o o o o @]
an) an) jan) jan) jan) jan)

i HP 3 Tl
T T & ” ~ ~t
r 1 o«
L o |
i a“ o 7 | o || QL
a8 B
N\ any o
- o
ST 5 S\
. N oao | |
Un Un ~ A Al ™~
ol N
iJ" T Hm | YERE @
I e Hﬂ [ 18
‘L.v e ~ o
HE.S L q ] |
:wH L\\ ~ |
L L T\\\ Hﬁg
Af\\
L I
|p .
T TR o QL
BN 1 N ] 1
| e
i w [hV% ==
A\ N \|
. . N
o Al S M
L’\%
i\év 1 .
e Hﬂ e
\\mu e 1 o
T S
LN HENE m ] ]
I a
ail L\\ A | W
_a <
N
o
]
S | |
N N BE
o
\
— [q\l on <t v O
= = = = = =
jan) jan) jan) jan) jan) an)

Sp

TTRA TTTOA TTTOA ||
|
~N ~N ~ ||
4\ e e i
@ o o o o
[ YHEN
(
.
i\dv mvw\ i\dv TR . V
S s “ad et Hw
- a ol b
o o o
Yis A lr LT
o/ uw > e LY umv> 1
A~ A~ A~ ~ 1
o o 9| il
.\HA,- A 2 .\HA,- A LT A [
= = =
o e - e T
"v "v A ) I e
Erany ey HENE Ix
Q Q \\N e % \1 w « M
N 4™
ol e TN ™ T ~
el e ~ e e
N N
A~
1 cﬁ ol o o
it . i
h\\é \\~ kHH!
i I
(
oo
il
O ST~ waﬂz N 0 N W
Cleli> Goll| | SCellGe Sclel Sclllle &
.hul.th f -~ N fJ AAIP f 4 fm. f
NCe NCo NCo NC» No» R
— o\l o <t w O
= = = = = =
jan) jan) an) an) T jan)



(Y8
[ Y ~
= = v
|1 \
[sp} [ |
o o QL
\
===
TTTe
E. . L
e |
A.v :v
[,
s == v
. '/ [
T | N | N T
. R ) e | W, ) |
ol %‘1
11 T iR L 11 il
| 55 LS AT ST
Vs ‘ LT A\u; Pan
L] I .
e Ty A
L
an TTT® o} o ol QUL
TR TR Q] QL (\IEEE QL
418 4™ ﬂf M N
i i R LR
N Q NEEE N NEEE QL
TR | YREE
~N
NEHE GTe|l @ H\\
[e0]
TTe Q] ~y T 1
Jrian JNH | |
L) L) ‘ﬂ L)
i\dv Nal Nal ~y \J.v
o o o
Ni Iy xmud knw. mué Ni -\\ +H4
\2 \2
~
T nR Ky i T
&
q
H\ o T K 1 Y EEE
NG NG NG NG NTe A\
\
— [q\l on <t v \O
= = = = = =
jan) jan) jan) jan) jan) an)

~t | . ~t | ~ [ YHAS
e . ol
e e L]
QL Ny TR Ny iJ.o, ™
o
QL R TR QL o 1
] “Te W_ l\\ 5. ] _A.v < Q
H\V SIEY rul S H\V SHe ¥ ol M\
== = ﬂ.ﬁv W ﬂ \\\m ﬂ \\\»v ﬂ \\IHW ﬂ\\\@ ﬂ
Nl Nl Nl o o o
NEnE N N e ‘e Sl
e e e ol ~
| | YHEA
o
T e T R T .L7
] v v ] \\‘v E- -
A2 I iyl
L) T
ol ol ﬂb ~% ¥aR ol
1™ 0N
i il [ ||
NP ol ;ﬁ i L.”\H H A
ixg ]|
VI Ty 1D
1 —H\. —H\ ~ [ Q]
Nain YRR QUL i QL
ol
ol 1R ol BIdIR ¢ X K| oy
fNGe DNOe Ngeo NGO ©NE e\
1 (
— (@] on <t w O
£ £ £ £ £ £

Il
QL QL TR T T o
N LN
£
S
BRI BEEN BN TO JmJ TR 770
e 4 KN
(Y
TR T Ly T ER
2] < < = =
RSN O ST S N N | |ol
SN
U:/
[\
BER.
= 2
c V] G ¢ ) S
/ N
s\ _
s
S S 2 3
© ) N ©
NN 1 € 5 ¢ 3 ¢
© \ B
kHM‘ L1 ] \Hd A .
Y E =3
RS o o »
] L] Ll . ]
ol » B
N = 10
Y H TR o
N
NIAE [ T 7o L) [
4! KN
- - ol
| 1 [ Y
RN o NG o NG A\
\ (
— N o <t e} O
= = = = = =
jun) un) an) s s jan



g 2 ] ™ [
B N e L)
i 1 1< 11
LT | ||
—H\ A~ —H\. 1 JV\
q
—O
ol
| L
e c ¢ o 'Y
ﬂ.v
NI mvw\ ﬂwdv i\dv e
O o e e
o o o o [ ]
ol (Y TTT® TTT® @
N s v v
A~ A~ A~ ~U ﬁ%
M I TR [T A
] o
. . . o
TTT® TTT® T e
e e s e =4
L EAN L EAN D \\w Mva A
lIN)
ol ol T TT® L) (Y
TTT® TTT® TTT® H\Wv " ~
q/
s W s IR s [0l TR R
e e TT7e T e el
\ \ \ \ \ ﬂ
YRl
o
o . . i} § ™
> 9 )
ol X ol & 0 0 X L,
Bage DN Ne NG D&
\
— [q\l on <t v \O
= = = = = =
jan) jan) jan) jan) jan) an)

SR i

]| [ i

—\H —\H LHH. H oy MW\\

< [

H\ H\ [ T TN ol
T T T Qll
~ ~V ~V ~
\ 1 —

“A e e I
A
o PR o oM 0 o
NN
™ [ L]
0 o 0 0/ 0 |
; 3 [T]
T TR T \\\av T L
e T e T el ST
T el
8 I Ll
. Q o . Q o . Q ~
ol L oW
e [ e [ e
ml\\ ~V [ ]| ~ [ ]
™\ o | | | o
S o« \\Lw -AJ., .«P QL
i
o elll
| L1
o @]
o o 0 0 A~
QI QLI QL QL (|
|9J d.—. ID—._ .—.F
™ n Y ™ N ' \
QL TR T TR QL
N 0N b
N
e
&
T T T BERN K} |
e ~
e

AL ) ANEL ) 77 BEE.)

N s s e

NGs AGs NG DG A

\

— (o] on <t v O
= = = = = =
jan) jan) jan) jan) jan) an)

TR T BEL TTT
1™ ] Jor
T TR T ‘\\.Mn ¢
ol e e
INNE
ol ] TTT®
KN = ]
e il e
s = 18
o} o} \\ﬁw mE k)
N
T T e
@ T e L)
T T T AEBL ) BER.)
111 o v |
SO L 1
[ 1 Q| la
.nuq .RHQ ] S N
= = = [N
| S | S ] ] L1
TTTe TTTe T T ol
]
| | R R [ YHAS
.,vP .,vV T TTT® o«
Ll e |
HR T77¢ o el
] 1] ™ T
Ll e m
7 7o o ell]
e ] I
o| ¥ |||o| § e ¥ | e & Wl
HAN
YR e
_ | m il
~l N N ]
¢ ¢ | | W
| ™\
L u
o R [HR N
) ) \\A-v ) | |
D22 I
whupwé Aupwé NCre o NCre -
\
— (q\] on <t wv O
= = = = = =
jan) jan) jan) jan) an) an)

mp



e g N 2| |1,
= = =
e
e
P\-
ol
g 5 ge gllg] & Elllle N
o) | | —3
+alll N T oy S R+ [
ey ey -y
A
N N RN aEE T T
11 11 ] 117 K]
T e
[ NEny [ [ e ¢
1111
1
.
TN NHEER e N i\v év ~1¢
ol
o s
| | | || tHe
LY s e s L s Vs
AR
&[0 T N v j
e e I L
R (R (R
1 Ni 11 _\\d ] e ®
2
LN
[ _\u [
4
T H\ TR e ¢
BNCo NCo NG NC NOe A
\ (
— [q\l on <t v \O
= = = = = =
= = = = = =

A0 | O O
s s ii.v
A g ™ T
o o o
o || ol TTTe EEEN AL alll
= e e e / \
A~ A~ A~
o || ol TTTe
= == e == v K . \
iJA.. TR \JAV Aﬁwl
el B el { YR
G A L (1 7 AN
== =
ol TTT® o ol elll
1 L] TTT® ~U TTe ol
~ || ﬁﬁ\\ A.r\\ | Aﬁwl
o ™ f Q| [ Y
O .,PP o a\\N .«P o
BEL ) BEL )
N\\ N\\ CHE
1/ _ 1/ ol
o] o] ol
(Y
el N ¢ N el S o] .#H_
QL TR T EEEN T
N ]
TR TR T RN L
1™ N
— O\
[YEE
o
11 ] ] 1«
Q | Q N} o &Ll
AQW\\
q
QL QL RN TR BN //r (1
s s N H e
B B mm N ~ [
=
m M M v ‘\\J ~U
Fr2 gl /AT 2= 1
2 L@d NOo DO <X O N
1
— [q\l o <t v O
= = = = = =
T an) T jan) jan) jan)

T T
o1 o1
g 0 0 0 ‘o T
/_ 16 Ll
QL TR T Ol
i 0N
Q| [ 1N |
0N N
o ﬁl ] H I I
2 il
( IRNGIRE
(Y ||| Ll [ YRR
= v v
{ YEEA Ll Ll [ YRR || Q]
( mr ( (
I\ ™\ ™ eI ™ QL
N 1 N
||| L] e ] Ll el
ﬁ L] EER [ YR 7 : Q|
| e LLU T H 0
L1 L1 ﬂ
™\ ™ N L'L)
L] Ll T77e T Qo]
| | A v _
N F k@. af \ o
1 LN
~ T 1y a8 e
[l i\ o N N
1 i T s
1 0N 0
ry
44. qQ
N
Q|
] ] ] 1 (1]
Y
. %,
|
o o o o 0 o
nﬂu@a NOe NG NG NOe
— (o)l on <t v O
= = = = = =
jan jan jan jan jan an)




5
T~ ull
0 e o 0 e e
/ N 4™
‘ &
Nl AL TR ey
i
. el 'Yl e
_a : HEN
3 I _
O 0N
< | H
N — 4
¢ il L
SRS
i
1] ol il L TTTe
N [l
il ol ol T B
Fiugg nWHI: 15 A
T\ e e ot # [
\
™ ™ pan; LT 1% nlmwv
s I
N 4 Van Vs e |
o Pis ey Vas Ty
[l da— N N 18
i ] 1Ll 11 - o
VR ) RS S TR
i i i I
@ 0]
N KN
i I I I e T
T~ Un/
g “n e
3 la Llen
<
R
=
o . .
m i I I I L ki
o p— T~ N
m W ;nUi -\Hé
.n.u = 16 N
T
M <
i
= S I I
= &
© =
= e ¢
JI 16 N
FoNGe NOe NG NOe O N\
\
— (o] on <t v O
= = = = = =
T T T T T T

>@D, 2 e | >P.Dr ] LL& ] Lmuu> N
& (RS Q <R N
AL e Aell TTT®A LY
N 0N
AL Aol AL TTTOA TTTDA
0N o
AR S S-SR S (TR | [IRAS |
o
Q[ QL] Q. Q. 1 [ 1B\
N 0N
MI 1K YREE
(11 1 (K YN
. N
. A 1K JREE
TTe
il N
0 0 0 A el ~
10
Hi,
TR el
N "
L TITe
x Sy p mmz il
Me anwf gl < IS
] ]
e |8
] ] ® s
Nl Nl
4l Jf, 0 LHHO
= N 1™
.2
=
2
> UL
m I I | ® u/a
m Z (T LT
2 o R [[R
RS >
= ]| 2
8 )
] m | |
= || 2
O - c
N 1N
=Bags NG NGs NG NG @
1
— [q\] on <t w O
= = = = = =
jan jan jan jan jan jan

S 41 [ ||
: S s TR & |[TTes et
5 o 2 |l g )5 (
S S S iy s Vs A
S S N % s *s O
], 3 S 1Pl g |l s |F
g S s | H s [T
o % |l|g s o § v § | [feS 4
/ N
A~ rt g
o ™ o
i\d. BEEN \\av e e e
Hie L] L]
4 ﬁ}m e .
E. NS E=3 (]
7ARIE | T o
e o= N
ol T % T7Te e
e e N e o [
A
AN L e o L) Ex
Jlas ﬁm ] an an H
A./ ™ L) N L) [ T\G
N\J.
iV il
.T\N ||
R R |||e R[4 & eﬁf:
AL
T TR AL
1N 1N
AL
QL o o QL <Y ‘il
N KN KN
ol M mB. AD e ol
KN —\
~ (1]
2 Q
S M g LU 8 S UL g -
1 S NS N 5 [l 5 05 Q]
1N Q N N N
o o o, N n
ail L] v 2 A
3 v TE s
LT REEN JEEE ) \\va [
SNGe ANTe NG DG NG
1
— [\l o <t v O
= = = = = =
) T T jan) jan) jan)

dim poco a poco

cresc



ol
o]
[ YHAS
o]

e,‘ ¢ e,‘ R ¥ M
dv T dv va TTTO T
1 L
Y g
e AL ) T TTe N [
4&. B TN 1T T
LN 4

B ] e BEL )
(1] [ [ \\Ai ~V
« q ]
—H ~y 1 0
ol
TR \\dv Q]
e L) 1
e \J.v { YHAS
e BEL )

S-S 2 “H
"G N oo NOev DO &
\

— [q\l on <t v \O

= = = = = =

jan) jan) jan) jan) jan) jan)

<ﬁ

Jp

sub ﬁ

1 1 1 1 |
A~V ~V ~ ~ ~ ~
o o o o o o
)N ﬁ>.~Dr ﬁﬁ)y, X >M7rnﬁ>m)v ﬁ\,m;v
ﬂ < w. ,,.,,. < ﬂ M < w
z ,.y fwl,,w, i B!
- = -1
T < T T
e & | [HHe & | He g | &
~ ~ ~t ~t ~ ~t
>.P\-* >||“W " e|A hnd; Aol X 18
iL A ..v.a_ e TeA AL I J
i o ﬁ iy ﬁ | |
~V A~ TTTe 177 [ N d’
] ] 1] 1] (1T (1T
1R bR (u il
PRI N o ﬁ 4
ﬂw ﬂw
] N ] ] ] !
q A~
13 T
[ [ THUV
] ] %
o ||
0 g 0 o«
Cale N NG NGv NG R
\
— [\l on <+ e} O
£ £ £ £ £ £



